Reaping Personal Benefits
Parasha Emor
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— there shall a holy convocation for yourselves — you shall do no laborious worl; it is an etemd
decree in your dwelling places for your generations, e
22 When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not remouve completely the corners of your
field as you reap and you shall not gather the gleanings of your harvest; for the poor and u,e
proselyte shall you leave them; | am HASHEM, your God. el
8 Hasnem spoke to Moses, saying: 2* Speak to the Children of Israel, saying: In the seventh’
month, on the first of the month, there shall be a rest day for you, a remembrance with shofar

blasts, a holy convocation. 2 You shall not do any laborious work, and you shall offer a,
fire-offering to HASHEM.
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You are to observe Shavuot, the festival commemorating

the Giving of the Law pnot only for the sake of the statutes for B Shakbad _ﬁv_«lﬂj\ K- "\‘\\;v - [0 %8F
which we would never have felt a need if they had not been set In this connection, the reason given in the Gemara for
down in the Torah, but also in thanksmvmg for the laws which the death of R. Akiba’s pupils comes to mind. They all

‘ perished during the period that we commemorate in the

huw__i‘w Sefirah (days of the Counting of the Omer), because ‘they

readily make _sense even to the

pertaining to compassion on the unfortunate and_ charity to the did not_give honour to one another’!— a5 A1 Ta3 WM XOW.
poor. For experience has : shown that, without faith in God. man Yet, it was the teacher of these same pupils, R. Akiba, who

s liable to bﬂ@_g_Lj_g_\iﬂgwpgguhxch has not a spark of stressed T 1;1'7 N — You shall love vour neighbour as
:_ornpdsmon and is therefore capable of committing the basest yourself and ¢ cons:dered it a_gmna S Yy — it was

his gu1d1ng prmcmle
crimes in order to satisfy his selfish desires.

Only if you will observe _the commandments concerning «
the leaving of parts of your harvest for the poor and the  Rashi_ infers from _this_remarkable and_apparently un-
stranger are_you perrmtted to proclaim the festival of Shavout W.H‘J'ra_ntgdml,_l;l,sigﬂmn.Iha]: whpeygrpj?smﬁ&jhgsﬂ agricultural
“a holy convocation” o give thanks even for_such_readily laws is accredited with the construction of the Sanctuary and

dersmnddble commandments_of cha_x__nd compassion as and offering of sacrifices (as during the Festivals):
e s had the Torzh not been 2 you might never have y3oKa b NN KD D ...DDEW TP mt o373pMm
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A would-be proselyte is systematically discouraged with
tales of our depressed and wretched_plight, and, should that
fail to deter him, he is further told of the severity of some_of
our commandments with which he would be expected to
comply, also of the lighter Mitzvoth which he'must perform
— particularly the afore-mentioned harvest laws of amw vp5
nxo1 of which special mention must be made.?

Why, inquires the thoughtful reader, should the lighter as
we'l_as the harder Mitzvoth be mentioned? Surely if he
acquiesces in the observance of the more formidable instruc-
tions, he can be relied upon to comply with the easier ones? 1o
Moreover, what additional facet is there is in the harvest
precepts that necessitates separate emphasis on them?
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More difficult even than giving is giving up...

As Naomi was about to return to Judea, she blessed her
I daughters-in-law, saying: —
The Gemara in Avodah Zarah tells us that when R. Jose ' JTRYY OWIBT OY DRPWY IWRI 00 Dony Y awy
: ‘May the Lord do kindness with you. as you have
done with the dead and with me.

The Midrash specifies their acts of kindness: —
DN A% e — STy 175N onbEuiw — o°nna oy
""""""""" " With the dead”’ by taking care of the shrouds; “and

aTY K2 nwyn obd WY Mk avmya vnb R an 39 1% MR . - : . S
amayh oonphm s Yw niyna b wbnn o bwomyn bex with_me” by renouncing claims to _their J;zghts as sel
out in_the Kethubah (marriage contract).’

. S ghmam opbn o pbnn 10 oR YR
Asked what he had done that might merit eternal reward,

and reproved him for his open defiance of the Roman
edict prohibiting Torah instruction in public. R. Hanina, in
reply, invoked only the mercy of God. He then asked R. Jose

The kindness of Ruth and Orpah towards Naomi lay in
their unwillingness to demand from her what they ought to

Purim meal had once pot mixed up with funds allocated to
charity. He had then devoted the entire sum to charitable
causes. “In that case,” replied R. Jose, “may my lot in the

next world be like yours!™

i1 It appears remarkable that an individual who had thrown
~ caution to the winds and risked his very life for the sake of
propagating Torah should cite such a comparatively insignifi-
_cant_act as one that would justify his admission to the
Future World. Why not rely on the courage manifested in
his chivalrous defence of the Torah in the face of Roman

persecution?

#I_{_. Dessler” explains that man’s essential character is
exposed with.the utmost clarity through the less significant
actions which he performs. One is often elevated to artificial
heights and grandiose gestures by momentary inspiration, but
true values are reflected only in the day-to-day routine of an
individual. Hence, R. Hanina cited an apparently petty deed,
and the proselyte is asked not only whether he is capable of
the supreme sacrifice but also whether he is preparec to obey,

comparatively trivial commands. In- these actions, nobilityv‘

of character is revealed. 3

4 We can now understand why the
future proselyte is asked whether he could conform to the
rules of mxoy Amow wpb. He might find it easy to donate large
sums of money. he might even be able to carry out the
seemingly trivial deeds which require minimal sacrifice on
his part. However, would he simply allow the few ears of
“comn that he dropped to be collected by the poor, whereby
¥, he contributes nothing but merely relinquishes what might

otherwise have been his? This would determine whether he

is really capable of accepting Judaism.

have received on the deaths of their husbands as payment of
the obligation arising from their Kethuboth. However, we
know that Naomi was exceedingly poor. In fact, the Sages
deduce from the words, 7772 719%m ‘and they walked on the
way’® that they were reduced to such a level of poverty that
they could not even afford a pair of shoes — literally, they
walked on the road itself.> If Naomi had nothing to give
‘anyway, what was the use of asking for their rights?

i3 Yet by renouncing their claims, though, Ruth and Orpah
did far more than any ordinary kindness ... In giving, one can

‘entails.no positive act; it is purely negative to refrain from
invoking one’s title to property. This is_infinitely more “*
arduous, and that is why Naomi begged for the Almighty’s
mercy on behalf of her daughters-in-law, since they had
done her a kindness in relinquishing their claims to their
deceased spouses’ estates. Compelled to return to Judea
barefoot, Naomi was in any event incapable of paying them
the amount legally due to them but the fact that they
renounced all title to it indicates their nobility of character.

15

It is now easier to understand our original comment of
Rashi. R. Dessler writes that one cannot departmentalise
one’s character traits. Our mode of behaviour towards others
is inevitably reflected in our relationship with God!T Al
though building an altar is obligatory, the Torah phrases it
as though it were optional: *» Awyn o33x mam o ‘and if you
make astone altar for Me’'2 — in order to indicate that man
must not offer a sacrifice merely out of compulsion-— hef
should feel a desire to bring the offerings. A sacrifice must
constitute a genuine, selfless gift, free from the desire fo
reap personal benefit, honour or satisfaction. The true test
of a pure urge to give is adherence to the harvest laws, where
the owner does no positive act of charity and can then feel
nought of the self-gratification that might result from such
an act.
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180 Jacob lifted his feet, and went toward the land of the easterners. 2 He looked, and
behold — a well in the field! And behold! three flocks of sheep lay there beside it, for

from that well the wer the mouth of the well was large,
* When all the flocks would be assembled there they would roll the stone from the mouth of the
well and water the sheep; then they would put back the stone ouer the mouth of the well. in its

place.

i

Such seemingly undemanding laws admirable as they are,
are apt to be neglected when one is occupied with Mitzvoth
of amore spectacular character. Consequently, the ordinances
of leaving the pleanings, the forgotten bundles and part of the
corner for the poor and needy are placed here, between the
Festival of Shavuoth and the High Holidays — the Days of
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Awe — periods of intense exaltion and inspiration when the

individual determines to accept anew the Yoke of thé King-
dom of Heaven, determines to repent of his evil ways,
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determines to refashion his lifestyle; all this is praiseworthy —

but it does not yet amount to grandeur. The individual
might be surpassinig his own nature. Moved by lofty thoughts
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of barley offerings or first-fruit offerings to the Almighty,he

might be tempted to tread underfoot lowlier, less striking
ordinances. Hence the apparently misplaced admonition

concerning harvest laws, It is in th il

distinction can be detected.

lo
The injunction to love God — q2a% Y23 PPN n DX NanR

Tran bam1 qwss Yo ‘and you shall love the Lorc_l your God
with all your heart, and with all | your
might'’> has a dual connotati ¢ one hand, man must
be prepared to offer supreme sacriﬁcg — WDl NR ‘mu_ Wi 1‘:"5_:{
(*wm) — even up to the point of being willing to give up his
life if required of him, but inherent in this ordmance also,
comments the Gemara in Yoma, is the admonition to act and
speak to others in a dignified, human manner so that others

e Ran havb nnm

o ‘lr)\ His disciples must surely have inherited
this principle from him and given it much thought and

attention. In fact, they may have attached great importarnce
to the subject — but only to part of the subject.
We mentioned in the previous Sidra that it was R. Akiba
who gave the final decision in the following case: — -
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may praise the refinement of the individual who has learnt
:I’T)irah: ;
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“You shall love the Lord, youwr God”, meaning, you
shall cause the Heavenly Nam.c to be loved by others,
through your actions: when a man has learnt 1 the
written and the oral Torah and followed the ways of
Torah scholars, and then speaks in a pleasant manner,
and conducts his personal and business affairs honestly

and faithfully, what will people say about him?
“Fortunate indeed is this man who has learnt Torah!
Forfunate is s father who taught him Torah!

Fortunate is his Teacher who taught him Torah!”’

L i This deceptively small law is an integral part of the edict
which demands the ultimate sacrifice man can offer. Its
" insignificance is not obliterated by the grandeur which looms
large in the conscious surrender of one’s soul to the Eternal.
I cxaltation, man often scems to transcend his authentic

nature, performing deeds out of keeping w
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From the words 1y pme >m — ‘your brother shall live

with you’, R. Akiba inferred that if.tWO,ﬁﬂQple,a,rg_f_"mar totna

settlement and in need of water, the one who has only enough
water to ensure the survival of one person, should drink the
water himself rather than share it, since that;ggnifﬁéiyitamé_ﬁ&d
in the death of both of them: one’s own life takes precedence 1
The Mitzvah of loving one’s fellow-Tew as oneself involves
cases where one would have to decide whether or not one is

expected to give one’s very life for the sake of i
R ite for ake of one’s fellow-
.« man. The disciples of R. Akiba may have delved deeply into

(tj];:sef large issues, raising themselves to a state of readiness to

é;m'_f:qriqmew However, in such acts of su;rerhng

K}fir_é;ge__ﬁggt__%#g.t,.u:suglh/,ﬁqr_mls_ real self. Thus, when R

exhorted his disciples ‘you shall love you - :
S, You shall love your neighb

as yourself’, he meant that with the readiness to sacri lCi or(l)t‘:lf;

Iallfg f(f)r.]another,,,gn_-_f_:_ s‘fg)#l_dw not ignore the lesser o iBations
Hk"""%l"""t‘o' treat him with due respect and honour. It was
owever, in the latter respect :

e ¢ ,.the real test of AL
the disciples failed and, consequent] real Les o arcatness, that

Ly, perished.
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On Pesach, the Israclites were granted an artificial spiritual
status. In one day they were shown _everything they could

achieve. Only during the period between Pesach and Shavuoth
— during the Sefirah, the days of counting the Omer — could

ol

It is in the minute facets of daily life, the often overlooked
details, that man bares his true character. It is consequently

they inspect in detail what they had received. After the sudden

- inspiration, each day was spent in _reviewing small points,
fixing and repairing — positive steps towards the goal which
would culminate with the Revelation on Sinai.

in respect of these points that man must strive, so that his
entire life becomes an advance towards the apex of moral
achievement symbolised by Sinai.
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But at the same time, make each day a routine; start with con- 0 pmaba LANK YN 3 YL
centrating on the purpose of your life at the beginning and end of AP P R DRI o b
the day. [t may be tempting to change your life all at once, but THY oM NYan by ommaw any
slow, steady p”rogress .i-_c-,-_--a—lways more'effective than a "crash course.” PISTY TWHK oM IPTX W DB N
Make each day meaningful, and the days will begin to add up. e R T ey au——
‘#Remember, even the longest journey can only be completed one el e
step at a time. . J—
Many of us have learned to look at each step—at each day in
our life—as an almost inconsequential side trip that is disconnected
f{o;nanYla;éer ?()urney But the secret to any journey is to fix your (’S‘p}» e a7
eve on the destination_and_to keep traveling steadily toward it
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Veering off, even for a short while, is at best a loss of time; at worst,

we get confused and find it difficult to return on course.
Remember that in the journey of life, your body is the.vehicle

but your soul is the compass. By following its voice, you remain

focused on your destination, and each step—each day—brings you o
closer. How you live today determines how you will live tomorrow. e c
The very next thing you do, no matter how small, will determine ,;w‘\_' = MWjina j (, [ SRR R 93

"»thc rest of your day and, ultimately, the rest of your life.
[t is never too late to start living your life meaningfully.
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When a person shows respect and honor to another, this feeling

springs from a recognition that his friend is superior to him in one
_way or another. There are so many facets to human nature that any in-
dividual will excel in at least one detail. This feeling will be recipro-
cated, so that in any society, such as that of Rabbi Akiva’s disciples,
each member will honor every other. ;
~ But this works only within certain constraints. Provided that the
constituents of the group continue to view each other as distinct peo-
ple, this mutual admiration functions correctly. But let us imagine
that the members, of this society become too close to each other, re-
garding themselves as mere parts of a whole, rather than as discrete
entities, perhaps even as limbs of the same body. And just as in a body
the left arm doesn’t praise the right arm for being stronger, so too, the
members of this fraternity cease to honor each other, taking each con-
stituent’s special attributes | fg;)g;gq@. We may suggest that this is the

reason why the disciples of Rabbi Akiva failed to give honor to each
other. o -

25 Butsurely unity js one of the great aims of Jewish lifel What was
wrong with achieving such a tremendous rapport with others? The
answer is that by focusing so entirely on the community one loses
sight of the fact that it is composed of individuals. Every tzaddik has
his own role to play in the spiritual development of the world, one
which is very precious and not attainable by anyone else. Failing to in-
Clude this in one’s view of life has disastrous consequences for Jewish
survival. While we must concentrate on the development of commu-
nal unity, it must never be at the expense of the individual’s worth.

For people on the tremendous spiritual level of the disciples of Rabbi

Akiva, this was a grievous error, so much so that they were smitten as a
result.

A My holy father added the following insight to our understanding
of this matter: The period of the omer is during the months of Nissan,
Iyar, and Sivan. The zodiac sign of Nissan is the lamb. Sheep bleat as
one and stick together. This indicates that Nissan is a month of focus-
ing on the klal, the community as a whole. In this month, the whole
community was redeemed from Egypt, regardless of individual worth.
Iyar has the sign of the bull, a more solitary animal, representing a

complete change of focus to the WO[@H7afmfhé§ﬂdividual.j'iﬁﬁ—hﬁ'w-

Divine service, blending the two opposite foci of the previous
months. i

It is clear why misfortune befell Rabbi Akiva’s students during
the period of the omer. They had lost sight of the aim of Jewish life —
to focus on both the community and the individual. It was during the
omer, when this ideal is most potently felt, that their deficiencies were
most strongly highlighted. They completely failed to learn from the
nature of the Divine service expected of them during this period;
hence their punishment was exacted-at that time. God deals particu-
larly stringently with His dear ones.

Summary:
»  Connection between reaping and Pesach and Shavouth
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k- Of course. every person would like God to treat him with the mid-
doth of kindness and compassion. Yet these divine autributes
themselves are so exercised that they accord with the principles of
Justice. In so far as man's conduct in this world exemplifies these
‘characteristics, so does he attract the corresponding attributes
towards himself from the Heavenly sources. If, in his dealings with
others, he is accustomed to act according to these middoth, he calls
forth the Divine attributes of mercy, and then God has compassion
on the world for his sake. i d the fruits
of his conduct. Hence he deserves that God extend the same con-
sideration to him when he stands in need of compassion. As Chazal
have declared (Shabbath 15ib): ‘Everyone who has compassion on
i w res is hi ion by Heaven.”
—¥ So the holy_Zohar expressed it (Sidrah Emor): “The act below
stimulstes a_corresponding activity above. If a man performs a
worthy act on earth, he awakens the corresponding power above.
sAﬂm;LiI" a man does kindness on carth, he awakens chesed above,
and it rests on that day which is crowned therewith through him.
Similarly, if he performs a deed of mercy, he crowns that day with
mercy, and it becomes his protector in the hour of need... iving
him measure for measure. Happy is the man who exhibits the proper
conduct below, since all depends on his act to awaken the cor-
responding activity above.” -

% Rashi: Both are considered as sacrifices to Hashem
" R Akiva s students: Prepared for the major sacrifices only
¢ Lesson: Importance of small details in life.

»  Connection between reaping and Rosh Hashana

% Oznayim LeTorah: Preparation for good judgment on Rosh Hashana
* R. Akiva s students: Viewed the whole as significant, without a place for the

individual

¢ Lesson: Hashem treats us the way we treat others
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